
Things	to	Know	for	Sunday,	June	18,	2017	
1. Pack your bags on Saturday evening, June 17. We will attend church in El Pedregal on 
Sunday morning, June 18 at 9:00 a.m. then leave immediately by bus for Santo Domingo.   
 
2. We will stop for a few minutes at the Jacaranda for a bathroom break and refreshments. We 
hope to arrive in Santo Domingo early enough so that you can experience eating outdoors on 
the pedestrian shopping street, El Condé, which is a block from our hotel at restaurants like 
SegaZona near the art school, Angelo’s on the Plaza de España, or any of the outdoor 
restaurants on the Condé. 
 
3. We will check-in to the hotel Hodelpa. The team pays for your hotel but not any food you 
order or take from the room. The clerk will need your passport to check-in. You will be staying 
with a roommate. Roommates are Julia & Julius; Bonnie and Erin; Phyllis and Leeann; 
Caroline and Meg, Bill and Fred; Paul Stevenson and Paul Johnson; Grady and Dave Johnson  
will have single rooms. Free Wifi is available at the hotel. Once we check-in to the Hodelpa, 
you are free to explore the area until we meet in the lobby at 6:00 p.m. The larimar jewelry 
store owned by Vielka and Jesús that we recommend and that gives us a discount is two doors 
from the hotel on the same side of the street. It will be open on Sunday afternoon. Keep the 
receipts for everything you buy so that you will have them for the customs forms on Monday. 
 
For supper we have reserved tables at Buche, a restaurant on Calle El Conde #53. We will 
meet in the hotel lobby at 6:45 p.m. to walk to the restaurant as a group. Each person will pay 
for his or her meal with a credit card or pesos.  
 
See the map on the back for locations of interesting sites near the hotel. 
 
4. Sightseeing in Santo Domingo – You can walk to the oldest cathedral in the Columbus 
Plaza, Catedral Primada de America. The cathedral is closed on Sunday to tourists as it is an 
active church but open on Monday morning at 9 a.m. Sunday mass is at 5:00 p.m. The fortress 
of Don Diego Colón, the Plaza de España, and the Condé shops are all interesting. Some of 
the sites and shops may be closed on Sunday. Official tour guides wear dark blue shirts with a 
guide logo and can be trusted. They work for a set fee for hourly rate plus tips. Many people 
enjoy sitting in one of the outdoor cafes watching the international traffic. 
	
	

Things	to	Know	for	Monday,	June	19,	2017	
You have time on Monday to explore the sites. You need to be checked out of your hotel room 
by 11:15 as the bus to the airport will board at 11:30 a.m. Wear your team t-shirt and team 
cross to the airport. 
 
Julia will take care of the group checkout and pay for the rooms. However, they require 
someone to check your room to charge for any food taken from the small refrigerator. Once we 
have cleared security and immigration controls at the airport, we have an hour and a-half, to 



eat lunch before boarding the plane that departs at 2:29 p.m. 
At the airport, we go to the Delta desk and check in. Then we go through security together. If 
you get stopped to be checked, don’t panic. Either Julia or Julius will stay with you. We have 
never lost anyone yet. We have immigration forms to fill out before leaving the security area. 
We hand them in at the security exit. 
 
On the flight to Atlanta, the stewards will hand out forms for customs declarations of 
purchases. You will need to know the estimated value in US dollars of everything you bought.  
After we pass through immigration in Atlanta, we pick up our checked luggage and go through 
customs. Once we clear customs, the three team members leaving us in Atlanta will head for 
the exit gate. The rest of us will deposit our checked bags on a conveyor belt and go through 
security again. Once out of security, we will eat supper at one of the many restaurants and wait 
for our flight to Valdosta that will depart at 8:55 p.m. 
 
We will arrive in Valdosta around 10:00 p.m…and the Lord be with you! 
 
 
	


